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STUDENT'S DUTY
[From a speech delivered at Pachaiappa's College, Madras]
You have mentioned there child marriage and child
widows. A learned Tamilian has written to me to address
the students on child widows. He has said that the hard-
ships of child widows in this presidency are far greater
than those of child widows in other parts of India. I have
not been able to test the truth of this statement. You
should know that better than I do. But what I would like
you, young men around me, to do is that you should have
a touch of chivalry about you. If you have that, I have a
great suggestion to offer. I hope the majority of you are
unmarried, and a fair number of you are also brahma-
charis. I have to say, a * fair number' because I know
students; a student who casts his lustful eyes upon his
sister is not a brahmachari. 1 want you to make this sacred
resolve that you are not going to marry a girl who is not a
widow, that you will seek out a widow girl, and that, if
you cannot get a widow girl, you are not going to marry at
all. Make that determination, announce it to the world,
announce it to your parents if you have them or to your
sisters. I call them widow girls by way of correction because
I believe that a child ten or fifteen years old who was no
consenting party to the so-called marriage, who having
married, having never lived with the so-called husband, is
suddenly declared to be a widow, is not a widow. It is an
abuse of the term, abuse of language, and a sacrilege. The
word ' widow' in Hinduism has a sacred odour about it.
I am a worshipper of a true widow like the late Mrs. Rama-
bai Ranade who knew what it was to be a widow. But a
child, nine years old, knows nothing of what a husband
should be. If it is not true that there are such child widows
in the presidency, then my case falls to the ground. But if
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